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: pee ee HEY : 4 a 
( | ‘Richard M. Helms: -. 
: “This letter is in response to your 
excellent article (Aug. 16) on Rich- : 
ard M. Hetms, former director of the- ; 
Central Intelligence Agency. lama 
retired CIA official, and during my 
long tenure with the agency I had 
the privilege of meeting with Helms _ 
on operational * andtiers several 
times. - 
_* Helms is a very intelligent’ and 
-forthright individual with outstand- 
-ing leadership abilities, and in addi- , 
tion he is considered to be‘one of the, 
most knowledgeable public figures |' 
-on international economic and po-. - 
litical affairs -in this country. © 
_Moreover, he is one of the few for-*' 
“mer high-levelCIA officials that’ . 
-nas not rushed to write and publish — 
‘his memoirs, and to hit the lecture 
circuit in order to‘make a fast buck. 
om his vast knowledge of antErHS 
tional intrigue and-espionage. . Fo 
_. The leadership of both the Re- |. 
: publican and Democratic parties — 
-should take note of Helms’ percep- | 
tive observation of the sad state of 
“our foreign policy, which is partly 
.the result of paying heed to the 
- “buncn of ‘false prophets” who have 
( ; ‘unduly influenced U.S. foreign Boll 
_cy over a past 25 years. 
‘JACKE. MATHEWS | 
hes Carpi | 
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Marky law regulates the registration. 


oe aE pe er eee eR “in lei hiabendes 7 . . ae i 

~ WASHINGTON—The Billy Carter rum- Since: the. registration lists and accom- of miserablédocuments, and I'miust' con 
‘pus‘caused me‘to-think about how diffi- Panying ‘materials -are-open, to pudlic cludes that ‘this foreign ‘agent - area! oa 
“cul ‘the law: concerning ‘registration of inspection, .. activist. groups . pounce on murky, indeed. There are; Red | 
‘foreign .agents’’.is..to. administer:, In- certain new. resistrations...as_ evidence _ town who legally don’t have: to register: 


that a given lobby~Arab, . J ewish, Irish 
Revolutionary,.pro- or: anti-Taiwan or 
-Whatever—is becoming bigger: and bold- 
“er, has ae jee ee 

One lawyer here with'a pro-Arah-repu- 
tation claims that the day. after he want 
tothe Justice -Departrnent: to discuss 
Whether he should register, _a© Washing- 
ton newsman was phoned Liy’a represent- 
ative of a Jewish organization: with an 
“account ‘of the visit.: There is plenty of 
_evidence that Jewish. ‘groups |, provide 
journalists. with material on:‘Arab mon- 


jdeed,-it often can operate in a: down- 
right foolish and inconsistent fashion: - 
In this town, all manner ‘of people .act 
“as “foreign agents.”” Some register. and 
‘some: don’t. The latter bunch gets away 
:with: it because - of “legal .vagaries. ‘In 
-sum, the law. requires that-every person 
-Who becomes an agent fora “foreign 
‘principal’: shall disclose - the;.relation- 
‘ship; specifically where it involves politi- 
-cakactivity,-representation; financial ac- 
tivities; or consultation. i+. #y: en. 
-'The -key . question 


€ are-many inthis 
but should do so for the sake of a 7}. 
Anyone who read ‘Stephen Isaacs’. 
“Jews and. American Polities” -or-has| 
-been around Capitol Hill knows- there) is. 
a -network of. congressional . staffers. 
. isaaes calls-them “‘semitophiles”’} often. 
orchestrated: into pro-Israeli: actions -by- 
Morris: Amitay’s- American Israel. Public. 
Affairs Committee. Now AIPAC claims 
it has only “informal” contacts with the 
Israeli Embassy, - but anybody who vbe.. 
Heves that is misguided. “+ <.f.3g-. = 3 
The same’ ‘goes for “anyona who -be 


ta 


“agent” is ina Control situation. with the ey’ and activity by - Arab “foreign | lieves’ that -the National Association of 
“foreign principal,” - a term-. covering agents.” ay Oe te ae ae : Arab Americans, a new and inereacaely 
‘governments, ’ companies, “associations, The term -“foreign agent’ sounds al- feisty outfit; does. not co-ordinate some- 
‘and’: individuals... In practice, : nearly most ‘sinister. It brings :to. mind the! of its activities with-Arab nations ar 
‘everyone ~who. registers: as | a foreign ‘Shady fellow wearing a trench coat and interests. . : ee ee 
,agent with the. Justice Department is . oversized hat pulled over-his face Who: Neither AIPAC or NAA is registered 
“getting : paid’ for. services. rendered a : lurks about a fog-enshrouded waterfront but a poor Bittle group called the ‘Leba- 
‘foreign interest:**) <2" vodsastvexvgqd Give.--The. foreign agents- who ‘register nese’ Information -and :Research Center; 
“~The: law: was ‘enacted’ in 1938 when| - here, however, are not about to subvert which distributes a relatively” calm’) 
“Gernian and Britishagents were trying. _the republic. They’ either. affect -to be newsletter, is, though its impact on Con- 
to influence U.S. policy at a time-when. “straight,” right out in the open,-or in gress-and the government is about-that 
“World War IL was. about. to erupt Hke:a-4 Some cases want to let -prospects know of a feather hitting the. Rock of Gibrali. 
‘violent summer:.thunderstorm.: ‘The law:’ they are available. 2 = fare Ste oe le 
has:since’beem-amended ina sort of | - But who isa foreign agent?-Is Henry . Finally, another. Washington ‘soul she, 
truth in labeling ‘manner, so.the govern-. -Kissinger one ‘because he contracted to Should register is . former .U.S.. ‘Sen, 
“ment at least knows-who is representing:| provide his judgments on international ‘James. Abourezk who -works for. Khor 
. what: foreigninterest<.. The- number’ of 7 affairs to General Electric of Great, Brit- meini’s Iran -and fits’ even: the “fused 
registrants: has‘ doubled in the last‘19:|  “ain—on British Soil, only, he: says, Kis- Buidelines. 6f"; this _ bewildering *-" lay: | 
years, and now stands at.about'700.. : Singer: isn’t registered; nor. was .former * Abourezk- doesn’t: look like: a'“foreion:- 
*, Check. the -list ‘and you find the most'| CIA ‘Director Richard Helms for ‘serv- agent!?.-but. -he .flacks: for “Iran ~while. 
wealthy and prestigious law firms, some ices provided Iran when it was. run by ‘Claiming to perform only Je:al work: «cs. 


getting retainers‘ in-six figures’to?look“} the shah. What about a professor asked 
ees ola or et by, /Say,, Japan, to’ doa study- on. how 

Congress might levislate against foreign P 

cars? Should he register? 7). 0. "4 - 

vel, have rummaged through half a ton 


aiter;the: interests’ of small: and“ large 
nations; ‘corporations, and. tourist agen-* 
cies. Lib eri a,;,Germany, : Mauritania; 
“France, the :Argentine Meat Board,’ the . 
snoushroom packers and fireworks manu-- 
:facturers of.Taiwan,a‘lineup: of Arab° 
nations; and the World Zionist Organiza-.- 
tion--they’re.all theres fri se70--- 
‘“-Eyery. so often“someone is. prosecuted. 
‘for not” registering::. Reading the :New: 
-York ‘Times. biisinesg ‘section is standard 
“duty: at the. Justice- Department ‘to ‘find. 
Hout. who ,-just..wonza‘foreign. contract:] 


t ee 
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“THE HTH HORSEMAN By Lory Colina ond Doni | 


nave Llopferre. Simon ond Schuster. 478 pp. $13.95. 
| By RICHARD H HELMS 


WN A PLOT which sets ‘WD-a contest hetween the 
wills and skilis of the president of the United . 
States and:Libyan strongman Muammar al-Qaddafi, ° 
the leading character turns out to be a detective first | 
grade in the New. York Police Pepa nent, Angelo: 
Rocchia,’ i eer a £ - 
» The- Fifth” ‘Horseman. 4s: nove pout ihermonte: 
. ‘clear bombs in the hands of terrorists. Whence this: 
' title? Those who are up on chapter six of The Revela-. 
-tion of Saint John may recall that ‘white, red; black 
and pale horses had riders who might be called Pesti-. 
ence, War; Famine and Death. These were known as: 
“The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” enshrined 
many years. ago in the. title of a book by Blasco Iba-: 
pez. Now: .\ov:a Fifth Horseman has emerged from. 
“the. entrails: of hell to scourge humanity with terror, 
with arms so terrible even Jolin’s hallucinating imagi- 
“nation. could -not. have conceived them,” to Sed : 
from this book.:: :- 
. sin the genre ‘of The ‘Crash of 79 ‘and The Day of ihe 
“ dackal, this. suspense noyel is readable. and in.places: 
“exciting. It mixes fact and fiction—names, places,: 
“events and details—so relentlessly that a word of catt« - 
ion Is in order, The reader had best regard the entire. 
ok.as fictional and not attempt to judge which de- 
ails-are-fact and: which are fiction. If he does attempt: 
~ this; Hé is bound. to form an exaggerated opinion: of. 
= the technological prowess of our country and the exe 
tent to which a deity looks after our affairs. best 
* But for some, especially Washington readers, it will 
fs De intriguing to note which officials in this book are 
given their real. names and. which have new. identi- 
‘ties. The secretary of state, Andrew Peabody, is fic- 
tional. Warren Christopher, his deputy, gets his real 
name, Harold Brown is secretary of defense and-Wil- 
liam Webster is director of the FBI. The head of the . 
. CIA, however; is Gardiner “Tap” Bennington, said: to - 
- be a devotee of Allen Dulles. (Since when did that dis- - 
. tinguished, director of Central Intelligence spell ‘his 
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“mame “Allan”?) One is bound to wonder whether lie | 


4 


STATINTL 


‘authors felt that certain Of these.Individuals had ~ 
more. assured tenure than others, and if so, what 
verystal ball they used. Providentially, the president 


ids not givenaname. 9 2° 
“Jt would spoil the. story’ to” say more about the 


D plot than that the terrorists have smuggled a hy-: 


drogen. bomb into ‘Manhattan ‘to blackmail :the -: 
“president. But it is fair to” note that inhabitants of © 
-Breater New. York’ will: find’ themselves thought- - 


fully’ figuring how they would. evacuate that great : 
‘city on short notice, It is the ‘old shouting-“Fire” -in-: 


‘a crowded- theater: syndrome, ‘only‘on’a-far more * 


“Massive and agonizing scale. In Washington a little-< 


“own organization’ ‘galled the Federal Emergency: 
'Management Ageney is: yesponsible for such mat- - 


“tens. Phe reader: wilt quickly. come to the prayerful. 
shope:: ‘that. ‘this; agency Jj 


‘Tye How reassuring isi. fo: know that.as of 1980 | 
FEMA's “new civil defense: poliey™ bas' among its"! 
“programs one whieh includes “planning for popu" 
‘lation: relocation: during: times: of : international : 
serisis: as well as be adaptable to help deat with: 
, natural disasters and ouler Penceune: emergen-| 
» cles”? ets Eee y 
“In a setting of power, ‘advanced technology ‘and 
“S$nternational negotiation, the one figure in the 
‘book who has true-to-life identity and emotions is | 
‘our New York cop, Angelo Rocchia. His street 
: smarts, - his. experience, his personal woes make 
ihim stand out among the plastic figures who dot 
:the landscape. Perhaps he belongs to the wrong: 
‘generation, but the treatment he receives from his, 
‘paramour, Grace. Knowland, a reporter-for The: 
iNew: ‘York’ Times, makes one wonder about cere! 
“tain modern attitudes. Professionally, however, he: 


His what every citizen wants in a detective, and he, 


“may ‘be forgiven his resentment, of the. FBI since. 
“inost big-city cops share it. - fare! 
«The authors, Larry Collins and ‘Dominique La 
‘ pietre, , former journalists for Netwsweek and Paris! 
" Match: respectively, have collaborated on five! 
‘books’ of which this is the first novel. Their initial: 
“effoxt, ‘Is Paris Burning? was aa exeiting recrea-' 
“tion of lifein the French capital during World War’ 
“TEas: ‘seem through: the eyes of intensely human par:! 


cout {NUED. 
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. or top of its job and: 
Jamong other things. ischeeking its shelters dutiful-”. 


| 


Leharacters and settings in The ‘Fifth Horseman. have a: 
‘ particularly solid resonance. +) i 98 “perysigss ens er 

. The publishers of. this: book eal hardly have counted | 
“on: ‘the recent: publicity: given ‘to Billy’ Carter's. arrange- 
“ments. ‘with- the Libyan .governmient. From the point of 
it view of sales it is. almost-too.good to be.true: But don’t let | 
“this distract us from-the fact:that Libya, ‘in the-words of 
' President ‘Carter, “has repeatedly “provided support for 
acts, of international terrorism.’ In:am' iinclassifiedstudy 
“a few years. ago the. Central: Intelligence: ‘Ageney made the’ 
: judgment « that, “Colonel: al: Qaddafi-has beer 6ne-of the 
‘world’s least inhibited practitioners of: internazoney i 
‘rorism.” Tk eS & eed y at fier tans ae e wh 
|. ‘George F:. Will, ‘the. columnist;-wrote!acyear: an 
Abiers ‘international conference: on’ ‘tettoFisin: in’ “Jerusalem 
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ei on: ie part of the nations attacked can weigh 
against reaaeias to.change that government. This subject 
comes: 3.55: > under .the heading. of thinking the unthink- 
able: But the beginning of wisdom i in dealing with terror: 
ism: is: to.face. this fact: no act is. unthisikable when. 80 
many terrible.acts are successful”. . : 

It-may-perhaps give a shudder. to! ‘the ‘readers of ‘The 
Fifth Horseman-to hear another judgment written in the 
same! CIA ‘study noted above: “The prospect of nuclear- 
armed terrorists:can, in fact, no longer be dismissed, But 
becaluse‘of ‘the miajor problems that. would be involved in 
‘the: ‘acquisition; storage, transport, and employment ofa 
nuclear. device; "a: more likely scenario—at least.in the. 
short term—would be a. terrorist seizure of a nuclear 
weapons storage facility or a ‘nuclear power plant to ex- 
ploit the publicity and the bargaining power inherent in 
the attendant:thréat of radiological pollution.” an 

. Thesplot-of this: book i is by no means as farfetchéd 3 as ‘tt 
may. Dab first:appear. The Combination of- nuclear power 
ang terrorism has: ‘indeed created: a ‘fifth hor seman” to 
menace man’ 5 Survival. The implications are sobering. in 


fay meg 
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RICHARD HELMS spent 80 years in intelligence. He | 
_former director of the Central Intelligence coef la 

' former ambassador to Iran and is el an n international : 
_consultant in Washington, - “ 
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